Helps against a HOSTILE planet
Introduction:

1 Peter 3:13-17 PART 1

13Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you
are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and
reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing
what is wrong.

#1 PASSIONATELY pursue doing good

13

2 Corinthians 9:8 God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you
may have an abundance for every good deed;
Colossians 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in
every good work …
1 Timothy 6:18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,
Titus 2:7 in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, …
James 3:13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness
of wisdom.
3 John 11 The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.

#2 Be happy to suffer for what is RIGHT 14a

John 10:32 Jesus … “I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?”
Acts 10:38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the
hands of godless men and put Him to death.
Philippians 1:29 For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His
sake,

Matthew 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

1st You are called to patiently ENDURE unfair treatment

James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your
faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

2nd Someday you will be REWARDED for enduring through unjust trials

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown
of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

3rd You are most LIKE the Lord when you suffer unjustly

1 Peter 2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example
for you to follow in His steps,

#3 Don’t surrender to INTIMIDATION 14b
1st Do not be AFRAID of those people or fear what they say
2nd Do not WORRY about what will happen

#4 Follow Christ alone as MASTER 15a
1st SUBMIT to Christ as MASTER first

Lord
Luke 6:46 “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?
Jude 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ.
Romans 10:9 … if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved;
Philippians 2:9-11For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2nd OBEY Christ as Lord in all

sanctify
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.
Matthew 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;
Romans 6:17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that
form of teaching to which you were committed,

3rd LOVE Christ as Lord more than anyone or anything sanctify
1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.

*The only way you can be ready for any form of coming HEAT because of your faith,
is to do the work of the HEART now

4th Surrender to Christ as Lord INTERNALLY

in your hearts

5th Focus on INTIMACY with Jesus Christ

sanctify Christ
John 17:3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Questions and suggestions
1 Would those you know the bible around you affirm that you live in such a way that Christ is displayed as Lord?
If not, what does that mean for you?
2 Is Christ right now your FIRST LOVE above all else, if not, return to your first love like Revelation 2:5 instructs
3 If Christ is your first love, you will be passionate to pursue good deeds, ask the Lord how you could show that passion for good works
this week, then share it with another believer and DO IT!
4 Make a list of those you know who need give you the hardest time about being a Christian and start to pray for them regularly.
5 Read the book TODAY’S GOSPEL: AUTHENTIC OR SYNTHETIC or FAITH WORKS to see what it means that Christ is truly LORD.

Sermon audio from today and past weeks can be found at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table
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