
 

Humble Shepherds and Sheep 
The function of elders 1 Peter 5:2-4 

Introduction: 
 

Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way;  
 

Jeremiah 23:1–2 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares the 
Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: “You have 
scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the 
evil of your deeds,” declares the Lord.  
  

SALVATION, SUBMISSION, SUFFERING SERVICE  
 

1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a 
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight 
not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 
3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when 
the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 You younger men, likewise, be 
subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO 

THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 

   

I TWO      ELDERS PURSUE 

 

DUTY #1: ELDERS       THE CHURCH vs2a 

Acts 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.   1 Peter 2:25 For you were continually 
straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.  

  
1 Timothy 3:5 (if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take CARE of the church of 
God?),  
Luke 10:34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn and took CARE of him.  
 
Acts 20:28 to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

 

 
  

DUTY #2: ELDERS     the CHURCH vs2b 
Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their 
conduct, imitate their faith.  
1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 
and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Live in peace with one another.  
 
 
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  

 

 

 
 



 

II THREE       OF ELDERS 2-3 
  

Calvin „In exhorting pastors to their duty, Peter points out three vices that are often found in shepherds, namely 
sloth, desire for gain and lust for power‟ 

 

 ATTITUDE #1:    2c 
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do.  

  
 2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us… 

  

 ATTITUDE #2:    2d 
Luke 10:7b for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  
1 Corinthians 9:14 …the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.  
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those  
who work hard at preaching and teaching.  
  
 
Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,  
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  
Matthew 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

 
2 Corinthians 2:17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we 
speak in Christ in the sight of God.  2 Peter 2:3a in their greed they will exploit you with false words;  

  

 ATTITUDE #3:        3 
Mark 10:42 "You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great 
men exercise authority over them. 43 "But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant; 
  
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give 
an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

 

III ONE       OF ELDERS 4 
  

 1st The     who motivates Elders 
Philippians 3:8 I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  

  

 2nd The     which motivates Elders   
 

 3rd The     which motivates Elders 
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
  

 

THAT DAY 
 

 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks is available at media.faith-bible.net  
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

 

http://media.faith-bible.net/
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I TWO DUTIES ELDERS PURSUE 

 

DUTY #1: ELDERS SHEPHERD THE CHURCH vs2a 

Acts 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.   1 Peter 2:25 For you were continually 
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DUTY #2: ELDERS LEAD the CHURCH vs2b 
Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their 
conduct, imitate their faith.  
1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 
and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Live in peace with one another.  
 
 
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
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II THREE ATTITUDES OF ELDERS 2-3 
  

Calvin „In exhorting pastors to their duty, Peter points out three vices that are often found in shepherds, namely 
sloth, desire for gain and lust for power‟ 

 

 ATTITUDE #1: WILLINGNESS 2c 
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do.  

  
 2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us… 

  

 ATTITUDE #2: EAGERNESS 2d 
Luke 10:7b for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  
1 Corinthians 9:14 …the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.  
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those  
who work hard at preaching and teaching.  
  
 
Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,  
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  
Matthew 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

 
2 Corinthians 2:17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we 
speak in Christ in the sight of God.  2 Peter 2:3a in their greed they will exploit you with false words;  

  

 ATTITUDE #3: MEEKNESS 3 
Mark 10:42 "You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great 
men exercise authority over them. 43 "But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant; 
  
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give 
an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

 

III ONE MOTIVATION OF ELDERS 4 
  

 1st The PERSON who motivates Elders 
Philippians 3:8 I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  

  

 2nd The TIMING which motivates Elders   
 

 3rd The REWARD which motivates Elders 
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
  

 

THAT DAY 
 

 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks is available at media.faith-bible.net  
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 
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